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Dear Colleagues,

It is an honor to welcome you to the Eighth Annual Meeting 
of the Global Research Council (GRC). This edition is hosted by 
the São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) from Brazil, the 
National Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET) 
from Argentina, and the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
from Germany.

Over the past seven years, the GRC has taken shape as a 
singular and effective forum for funding agencies worldwide 
to collaborate in sharing information and best practices. 
Topics such as Interdisciplinarity of Research and the Interplay 
Between Fundamental Research and Innovation have been 
covered in past meetings and led to Statements of Principles 
and other guiding documents that can be used as reference  
by research councils worldwide.

This year, and following productive discussions in five regional 
meetings organized in October and November 2018, GRC 
participants will engage in discussions on how to assess and 
demonstrate scientific, societal, and economic impact created 
from the research they support with public funds. Whilst 
advancing and transcending the boundaries of knowledge 
remains as a primary objective, demonstrating the social 
and economic impact of research proves as important for the 
relationship and expectations of external stakeholders, such 
as political decision-makers and society. Discussions will focus 
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on the challenges of considering societal and economic impact 
as funding criteria and on the benefits of assessing and 
demonstrating the impact of funded projects to the benefit of 
society after their completion.

In times when pseudoscience and fake news have gained the 
spotlight, a stronger connection and communication with 
society is especially important. This ability to communicate 
and establish accountability reflects in a better-informed 
society, as well as enables political decision-makers to better 
justify public funds applied in research.

Participants will also exchange views about the Gender 
Dimension of Research Impact, in a panel lead by the GRC 
Gender Working Group, taking up actions discussed and 
agreed in previous Regional and Annual Meetings.

This year’s meeting is the first held in Latin America by 
GRC. It will be hosted by the State of São Paulo, in Brazil, a 
State with a vigorous system for science, technology, and 
innovation, with the largest scientific production in the region 
and representing 43% of Brazilian scientific output. With a 
population of 42 million people, 70 thousand researchers in 151 
research institutions, and a strong business sector R&D, the 
state accounts for 32% of Brazil’s GDP.

This vibrant community offers a warm welcome to research 
council representatives and special guests. We look forward to 
a successful meeting.

São Paulo  
Research Foundation 
(FAPESP)

German  
Research Foundation  
(DFG)

National Scientific and 
Technical Research Council 
(CONICET)
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Research
Agency

Representatives
AUSTRIA	

Klement  
Tockner
President
Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

BELGIUM

Hans
Willems
Secretary General
Research Foundation Flanders (FWO)

BRAZIL	

João
Azevedo
President
National Council for Scientific and  
Technological Development (CNPq)
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BRAZIL

Marco Antonio
Zago
President
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

BRAZIL

Carlos Américo 
Pacheco
CEO – Executive Board
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

BRAZIL

Carlos Henrique
de Brito Cruz
Scientific Director
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

BURKINA FASO

Hamidou 
Tamboura
Director General
Le fonds National pour la Recherche et de  
l’Innovation pour le Developpement (FONRID)

CANADA	

Digvir
Jayas
Interim President
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research  
Council of Canada (NSERC)
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EU

Signe
Ratso
Deputy Director General
European Commission, DG Research  
and Innovation (DG RTD)

EU

Jean Pierre
Bourguignon
President
European Research Council (ERC)

CHINA

Jinghai
Li
President
National Natural Science Foundation of  
China (NSFC)

EUROPE/LUXEMBOURG

Marc
Schiltz
President
Science Europe
Executive Head of the FNR
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 
FRANCE

Thierry
Damerval
Chairman and Managing Director
French National Research Agency (ANR)
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GERMANY

Peter
Strohschneider
President
German Research Foundation (DFG)

GUATEMALA

Aldo 
Lopez
National SubSecretary of Science and Technology
National Secretary for Science and Technology of 
Guatemala (SENACYT)

GERMANY

Matthias
Kleiner
President
Leibniz Association (WGL)

INDIA

Sandeep
Verma
Secretary
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)

INDONESIA

Laksana Tri
Handoko
Chairman
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)
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ISRAEL

Benjamin
Geiger
Chairman, Academic Board
Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

IRELAND

Mark W. J.
Ferguson
Director General
Science Foundation Ireland (SFI)

IRAN

Eaman
Eftekhary
President
Iran National Science Foundation (INSF)

JAPAN

Yoshiko
Shirokizawa
Executive Director
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)

IVORY COAST

Yaya
Sangare
Executive Secretary	
Strategic Support Program for Scientific  
Research (PASRES)
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JAPAN

Susumu
Satomi
President
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)

MALAWI

Anthony
Muyepa-Phiri
Director General
National Commission for Science and Technology 
(NCST)

KENYA

David
Ngigi
Senior Science Secretary
National Research Fund (NRF)

MOZAMBIQUE

Vitória 
Langa de Jesus
Executive Director
National Research Fund (FNI)

NETHERLANDS

Stan
Gielen
Chairman
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific  
Research (NWO)
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OMAN

Hilal Ali
Al-Hinai	
Secretary General
The Research Council (TRC)

NORWAY

John-Arne
Røttingen
Director General
The Research Council of Norway (RCN)

NEW ZEALAND

Prue
Williams
General Manager Science Investments
Ministry of Business, Innovation and  
Employment (MBIE)

PANAMA

Claudia
Guerrero Monteza
Director of International Cooperation
National Secretariat of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (SENACYT)

POLAND

Maciej
Żylicz
President of the Board
Foundation for Polish Science (FNP) 
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POLAND

Zbigniew
Btocki
Director
National Science Centre (NCN)

SAUDI ARABIA

Anas F.
Al-Faris
Vice-President
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
(KACST)

RUSSIA

Alexander  
Usoltsev
Head of International Relations Department 
Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR)

SENEGAL

Soukèye
Dia Tine
Director for Research Financing and 
Technological Development (DFRSDT)
Ministry of Higher Education and Research (MESR)

SINGAPORE

Teck Seng
Low
CEO
National Research Foundation (NRF)
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SOUTH KOREA

Jung-Hye
Roe
President
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

SOUTH AFRICA

Molapo
Qhobela
Chief Executive Officer
National Research Foundation (NRF)

SLOVENIA

József
Györkös
Director
Slovenian Research Agency (ARRS) 

SPAIN

Rosa María
Menéndez López
President
Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

SPAIN

Enrique
Playán
Director
State Research Agency (AEI)
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SRI LANKA

A. M. 
Mubarak
Chairman
National Science Foundation (NSF)

SWEDEN

Sven
Stafström
Director General
Swedish Research Council (VR)

SWEDEN

Ingrid
Petersson
Director General
Swedish Council for Environment, Agricultural 
Sciences and Spatial Planning (FORMAS)

TANZANIA

Amos
Nungu
Acting Director-General
Tanzania Commission for Science and  
Technology (COSTECH)

THAILAND

Songsivilai
Sirirurg
Secretary General
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)
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ZAMBIA

Alfred Joseph
Sumani
Executive Secretary
National Science and Technology Council 
(NSTC)

USA

France
Córdova
Director
National Science Foundation (NSF)

TURKEY

Hasan
Mandal
President
The Scientific and Technological Research  
Council of Turkey (TUBITAK)

ZIMBABWE

Susan
Muzite
Executive Director
Research Council of Zimbabwe (RCZ)
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The São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) is a public foundation, funded by the 
taxpayer in the State of São Paulo. Established in 1962, FAPESP supports research in all  
fields of knowledge, selected through rigorous peer-review evaluation. The supported grants 
and fellowships span from basic research, contributing to the advancement of knowledge,  
to applied research aiming at technology innovation. FAPESP has also special programs 
connected to strategic themes, such as biodiversity, bioenergy, climate change, and eScience, 
implemented in collaboration with research institutions, universities, and companies.

FAPESP has partnerships with several foreign funding agencies, academies,  
companies, and higher education and research institutions, focusing the development of  
joint research projects.

São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)
Rua Pio XI, 1.500, Alto da Lapa 
05468-901 – São Paulo, SP – Brasil 
www.fapesp.br/en

Global Research Council 
São Paulo 1 – 3 May 2019

São Paulo  
Research  

Foundation
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The Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation) is the largest 
research funding organisation and the central self-governing organisation for research in 
Germany. Its mission, as defined in its statutes, is to promote “all branches of science and  
the humanities”. 

With an annual budget of around €3.2 billion provided by the federal and state 
governments, the DFG funds and coordinates approximately 32,000 research projects in its 
various programmes. These projects are carried out by both individual researchers and groups 
of researchers based at universities and non-university research institutions. 

The focus in all disciplines is on basic research. Researchers at universities and research 
institutions in Germany are eligible to apply for DFG funding. Research proposals are 
evaluated by reviewers in line with the criteria of scientific quality and originality, and  
then assessed by review boards, which are elected for a four-year period by the German 
research community. 

The DFG currently has 96 member organisations, primarily comprised of universities. 
Since research increasingly relies on worldwide partnerships, the DFG facilitates and supports 
international cooperation between researchers, scientific and academic institutions and 
funding organisations and systematically identifies and utilises new potential for cooperation.

Global Research Council 
São Paulo 1 – 3 May 2019

German  
Research  

Foundation
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The National Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET) is the main research 
performing organization in Argentina. It comprises four areas of knowledge: Agrarian, 
Engineering and Material Sciences; Biological and Health Sciences; Exact and Natural 
Sciences; Social Sciences and Humanities.

As part of a territorial model, CONICET is an institutional network that includes 15 
regional delegations and more than 280 research centres along the country, most of them 
in association with Universities and R&D organizations. CONICET employs 11.000 Staff 
Researchers and 2.5000 engineers and technicians, and funds around 11.000 research 
fellowships (both at doctoral and postdoctoral level).

Global Research Council 
São Paulo 1 – 3 May 2019

National Scientific 
and Technical  

Research Council
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The Global Research Council is a virtual organization, comprised of the heads of science 
and engineering funding agencies from around the world, dedicated to promote the sharing  
of data and best practices for high-quality collaboration among funding agencies worldwide.

The worldwide growth of public support for research has presented an opportunity 
for countries large and small to work in concert across national borders. Cooperation and 
collaboration can enhance the quality of science, avoid unnecessary duplication, provide 
economies of scale, and address issues that can only be solved by working together.  
Research funding agencies have a responsibility to meet these objectives on behalf of the 
research communities. 

The purposes of the Global Research Council thus are sixfold: 

1.	 To improve communication and cooperation among funding agencies;
2.	 To promote the sharing of data and best practices for high-quality  

research cooperation;
3.	 To provide a forum for regular meetings of the Heads of Research Councils;
4.	 To respond to opportunities and to address issues of common concern in the  

support of research and education;
5.	 To be a resource for those institutions wishing to build a world-class  

research landscape;
6.	 To explore mechanisms that support the global science enterprise and the  

worldwide research community.

Global Research Council 
São Paulo 1 – 3 May 2019

Global 
Research 

Council
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Governing Board

Vladislav Panchenko, Chair 
President, Russian Foundation for Basic 
Research (RFBR), Russia

Alejandro Ceccatto, Vice-Chair
President of the National Scientific  
and Technical Research Council  
(CONICET), Argentina

Anas Al-Faris 
Vice-President, King Abdulaziz City for Science 
and Technology (KACST), Saudi Arabia

France Córdova
Director, National Science Foundation (NSF), 
United States

Carlos Henrique de Brito Cruz
Scientific Director of São Paulo Research 
Foundation (FAPESP), Brazil

Mark Ferguson
Director General of Science Foundation Ireland 
(SFI), Ireland

Digvir Jayas
Interim President Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council (NSERC), Canada

Li Jinghai
President, National Natural Science Foundation 
of China (NSFC), China

Molapo Qhobela
Chief Executive Officer of the National Research 
Foundation (NRF), South Africa

Yaya Sangare
Executive Secretary of the Strategic Support 
Programme for Scientific Research (PASRES), 
Ivory Coast

Susumu Satomi
President, Japan Society for the Promotion of 
Science (JSPS), Japan

Marc Schiltz
President of Science Europe,
CEO of the Luxembourg National Research  
Fund (FNR)

Peter Strohschneider
President, German Research Foundation (DFG), 
Germany

Executive Support Group

Michael Bright (Executive Secretary)
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), UK

Aldo Stroebel
National Research Foundation (NRF),  
South Africa

Americas

Euclides de Mesquita Neto
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP), Brazil

Shaun Baron
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC), Canada

Rebecca Keiser
National Science Foundation (NSF), USA

Asia/Pacific

Srinivasa Prasanna
Science and Engineering Research Board  
(SERB), India

Atsuko Nakatsuka
Japan Society for the Promotion of  
Science (JSPS), Japan

Payam Parsizadeh
Iran National Science Foundation (INSF), Iran

Europe

Maud Evrard, Science Europe
Science Europe, Europe

Marcus Wilms, Germany
German Research Foundation (DFG), Germany

MENA

Ahmad Al-Abdulkader
King Abdulaziz City for Science and  
Technology (KACST), Saudi Arabia

International Steering Committee

Jorge Tezon
National Scientific and Technical Research 
Council (CONICET), Argentina

Christoph Bärenreuter
Austrian Science Fund (FWF), Austria

Sameh Soror
Academy of Scientific Research and Technology 
(ASRT), Egypt

Jörg Schneider
German Research Foundation (DFG), Germany

Aldo Lopez
National Secretary for Science and Technology  
of Guatemala (SENACYT), Guatemala

Sebastiaan den Bak
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
(NWO), Netherlands
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List of
Participants

Argentina

Jorge Tezon
Director for Scientific and Technological 
Development and Responsible for International 
Cooperation
National Scientific and Technical Research 
Council (CONICET)

Austria

Klement Tockne
President
Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

Christoph Bärenreuter
Programme Manager 
Austrian Science Fund (FWF)

Belgium

Hans Willems
Secretary General
Research Foundation Flanders (FWO)

Isabelle Verbaeys
Head International Affairs
Research Foundation Flanders (FWO)

Brazil

João Azevedo
President
National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development (CNPq)

Lelio Fellows Filho
Head International Affairs Office	
National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development (CNPq)

Marco Antonio Zago
President 
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

Carlos Américo Pacheco
Executive President
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

Carlos Henrique de Brito Cruz
Scientific Director
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

Euclides de Mesquita Neto
Member of Adjunt Panel – Special Programs and 
Collaboration in Research 
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

Ana Maria Fonseca de Almeida
Member of Adjunct Panel – Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Architecture and Economy 
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)

Botswana

Abraham Mathodi
Chief Research Officer
Department of Research, Science and 
Technology (DRST-MoTE)

Burkina Faso

Hamidou Tamboura
Director General
Le fonds National pour la Recherche et de 
l’Innovation pour le Developpement (FONRID)
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Canada

Digvir Jayas
Interim President
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC)

Shaun Baron
International Policy Advisor
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC)

Chile

Khaled Awad
Director of the National Fund to Promote 
Scientific and Technological Development 
(FONDEF)
Chilean National Commission for Scientific and 
Technological Research (CONICYT)

China

Jinghai Li
President
National Natural Science Foundation of China 
(NSFC)

Junlin Yang
Deputy Director General, Bureau of International 
Cooperation 
National Natural Science Foundation of China 
(NSFC)

Jing Chen
Program Manager
National Natural Science Foundation of China 
(NSFC)

Colombia

Sebastián Eslava
Director of Innovation and Technological 
Development
(Colciencias)

Croatia

Klarić Martinović 
Executive Director
Croatian Science Foundation (HRZZ)

EU

Jean Pierre Bourguignon
President
European Research Council (ERC)

Signe Ratso
Deputy Director General
European Commission, DG Research  
and Innovation

Benjamin Turner 
Policy Analyst
European Research Council (ERC)

Adam Tyson
Directorate General for Research and Innovation 
DG RTD

Europe

Marc Schiltz
President
Science Europe

Stephan Kuster
Director General
Science Europe

Maud Evrard
Head of Policy Affairs
Science Europe

France

Thierry Damerval
Chairman and Managing Director
French National Research Agency (ANR)

Nakita Vodjdani
Head of European & International cooperation
French National Research Agency (ANR)

Patrick Nedellec
European Director for Research and 
International Cooperation (DERCI)
Centre national de la recherche scientifique 
(CNRS)

Germany

Peter Strohschneider
President
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Marcus Wilms
Director of International Affairs in Africa and the 
Middle East
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Dietrich Halm
Director Cooperation with Latin America
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Kathrin Winkler
Director DFG Office Latin America
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Jörg Schneider
Head of International
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Christian Rebhan
Programme Officer
German Research Foundation (DFG) 

Ines Medved
Administrative Officer
German Research Foundation (DFG)

Matthias Kleiner
President
Leibniz Association (WGL)

Guatemala

Aldo Lopez
National SubSecretary of Science and 
Technology
National Secretary for Science and Technology of 
Guatemala (SENACYT)

India

Sandeep Verma
Secretary
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)

Srinivasa Venkatesha Prasanna
Scientist - C
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)

Praveenkumar Somasundaram
Scientist - E
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)

Indonesia

Laksana Tri Handoko
Chairman
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)

Dudi Hidayat
Acting Head Research Center for Policy 
and Science, Technology and Innovation 
Management
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)

Mila Kencana
Acting Head Bureau for Cooperation, Legal and 
Public Relations
Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI)

Iran

Eaman Eftekhary
President
Iran National Science Foundation (INSF)

Payam Parsizadeh
Head of the Office of International Affairs
Iran National Science Foundation (INSF)
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Ireland

Mark W. J. Ferguson
Director General
Science Foundation Ireland (SFI)

Israel

Benjamin Geiger
Chairman, Academic Board
Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

Tamar Jaffe-Mittwoch
Director General
Israel Science Foundation (ISF)

Ivory Coast

Yaya Sangare
Executive Secretary
Strategic Support Program for Scientific  
Research (PASRES)

Lhaur-Yaigaiba Annette Ouattara 
Assistant to the Executive Secretary
Strategic Support Program for Scientific  
Researches (PASRES)

Japan

Susumu Satomi
President
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)

Yasushi Mitsukuri
Head, International Policy Planning Division,
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS)

Tomomi Koma (MIYAGI)
Section Chief
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)

Yoshiko Shirokizawa
Executive Director
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)

Yuko Tsuda
Deputy Director
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) 
Washington, D.C. Office

Gu Shan
Manager of the Department of  
International Affairs
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)

Kenya

David Ngigi
Senior Science Secretary
National Research Fund (NRF)

Kuwait

Mohammad A. Alramadhan
Director Research Directorate
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS)

Luxembourg

Marc Schiltz
Executive Head
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 

Helena Burg
Head of International Relations
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 

Malawi

Anthony Muyepa-Phiri
Director General
National Commission for Science and 
Technology (NCST)

Mike G Kachedwa
Chief Research Services Officer & Head of 
Health, Social Sciences and Humanities Division
National Commission for Science and 
Technology (NCST)

Mexico

Martha Ileana Rosas Hernandez
Director of International Cooperation Office
National Council of Science and Technology 
(CONACYT)

Mozambique

Vitória Langa de Jesus
Executive Director
National Research Fund (FNI)

Edson Faria
Adminstration and Human Resources 
Coordinator
National Research Fund (FNI)

Netherlands

Stan Gielen
Chairman
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
(NWO)

Sebastiaan den Bak
Head of International Policy
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research 
(NWO)

New Zealand

Prue Williams
General Manager Science Investments	
Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE)

Sarah Townsend
Senior Investment Manager
Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE)

Norway

John-Arne Røttingen
Director General
The Research Council of Norway (RCN)

Kristin Danielsen
International Director
The Research Council of Norway (RCN)

Oman

Hilal Ali Al-Hinai
Secretary General
The Research Council (TRC)

Obaid Al Saeedi
Director of Research Programs
The Research Council (TRC)

Maryam Al Nabhani
Research Director for Education and Human 
Resources Sector
The Research Council (TRC)

Panama

Claudia Guerrero Monteza
Director of International Cooperation
National Secretariat of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (SENACYT)



Global Research Council (GRC) 23

Poland

Maciej Żylicz
President of the Board
Foundation for Polish Science (FNP) 

Zbigniew Btocki
Director
National Science Centre (NCN)

Russia

Alexander Usoltsev
Head of International Relations Department 
Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR)

Alexander Sharov
Head of the Information and Analytical Division
Russian Federation for Basic Research (RFBR)

Maria Baktysheva
International Relations Department  
Deputy Head
Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR)

Saudi Arabia

Anas F. Al-Faris
Vice-President
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
(KACST)

Ahmad M. Al-Abdulkader
General Director, Research Grants General 
Directorate
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
(KACST)

Maha M. Khayyat
Scientist
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology 
(KACST)

Senegal

Soukèye Dia Tine
Director for Research Financing and 
Technological Development (DFRSDT)
Ministry of Higher Education and Research 
(MESR)

Singapore

Teck Seng Low
CEO
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Katren Tantilipikorn
Grant Management
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Slovenia

József Györkös
Director
Slovenian Research Agency (ARRS) 

South Africa

Molapo Qhobela
Chief Executive Officer
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Clifford Nxomani
Deputy CEO
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Aldo Stroebel
Executive Director: Strategic Partnerships
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Sepo Hachigonta 
Director of International Relations & Cooperation
National Research Foundation (NRF)

Phethiwe Matutu
Group Executive: Strategy, Planing and 
Partnerships 
National Research Foundation (NRF)

South Korea

Jung-Hye Roe
President
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

Du young Park
Director General
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

Taegyeong Lee
Researcher – Global Cooperation Planning Team
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

Spain

Enrique Playán
Director
State Research Agency (AEI)

Rosa María Menéndez López 
President
Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

Marina Villegas
Advisor to the Presidency
Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

Sri Lanka

A. M. Mubarak
Chairman
National Science Foundation (NSF)

Ananda Jayawardane
Director General 
National Science Foundation (NSF)

Sweden

Ingrid Petersson
Director General
Swedish Council for Environment, Agricultural 
Sciences and Spatial Planning (FORMAS)

Katarina Nordqvist
Senior Advisor
Swedish Council for Environment, Agricultural 
Sciences and Spatial Planning (FORMAS)

Sven Stafström
Director General
Swedish Research Council (VR)

Jacob Silva
Director of Science and Innovation
Swedish Research Council (VR)/Swedish 
Embassy in Brasilia

Johan Fanger
Senior Analyst
Swedish Research Council (VR)

Switzerland

Jean-Luc Barras
Head of International
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

Katharina Michaelowa
Chair of the Specialised Committee International 
Co-operation and member of the SNSF  
Presiding Board 
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)

Tanzania

Amos Nungu
Acting Director-General
Tanzania Commission for Science and 
Technology (COSTECH)

Thailand

Songsivilai Sirirurg
Secretary General
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)
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Turkey

Hasan Mandal
President
The Scientific and Technological Research 
Council of Turkey (TUBITAK)

UK

Andrew Thompson
Executive Chair, AHRC and UKRI  
International Lead
UK Research and Innovation

David Sweeney
Executive Chair, Research England
UK Research and Innovation

Mark Thomson
STFC Executive Chair
UK Research and Innovation

Michael Bright
Associate Director International at UK Research 
and Innovation
UK Research and Innovation

Roshni Abedin
Senior International Policy Manager
UK Research and Innovation

Benjamin Sharman
Senior International Policy Manager, GRC Deputy 
Executive Secretary
UK Research and Innovation

Silvia Martins-Dias
International Policy Manager
UK Research and Innovation

Jade Quimet-Fortin
International Policy Officer
UK Research and Innovation

USA

France Córdova
Director
National Science Foundation (NSF)

Rebecca Keiser
NSF Head of International Science and 
Engineering
National Science Foundation (NSF)

Tomas Guerrero
Consul for Economic Affairs
US government in Brazil

Zambia

Alfred Joseph Sumani
Executive Secretary
National Science and Technology Council (NSTC)

Filipo Zulu
Manager – Programe Development & 
Implementation
National Science and Technology Council (NSTC)

Zimbabwe

Susan Muzite
Executive Director
Research Council of Zimbabwe (RCZ)

Representatives of Partner  
Organizations, Distinguished  
Guests, Speakers & Observers

Connie McManus Pimentel
Director of International Affairs
Coordination for the Improvement of Higher 
Education Personnel (CAPES)

Achilles Emilio Zaluar Neto
Director of the Departament for Technology 
Promotion	Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Luciana Mancini
Diplomat, Department of Technology Promotion	
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil

Leonardo dos Reis Santana
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil

Alison Meston
Senior Communications Officer
The International Science Council (ISC)

SPEAKERS

Jeffrey Sachs
University Professor and Director
Center for Sustainable Development of the 
Columbia University

Londa Schiebinger
Director of the EU/US Gendered Innovations in 
Science, Health & Medicine, Engineering, and 
Environment Project
Stanford University

Ana Heredia
Manager, Americas Engagement
(ORCID)

Eglė Šumskienė
Social worker, sociologist and expert on isability, 
mental health and human rights issues.
The Global Young Academy (GYA) 

Heide Hackman
Chief Executive Officer
The International Science Council (ISC)

Thierry Zomahoun
Chairman 
Next Einstein Forum (NEF)

David O’Brien
Senior Program Specialist
International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC)
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